Minutes of November 10, 2008

The Meeting was opened at 6:30 pm; all members were present.


The minutes of the November 3rd meeting were accepted as corrected.
The Board reviewed and discussed the possibility of purchasing a new truck for the Highway Department.  It was noted that the Board still had not heard from two additional dealers and believed it should wait until more quotes were obtained and additional specifications on the trucks were received. 
Mr. Herbert Abelow, School Committee member, appeared before the Board to discuss the possibility of a collaboration Southern Berkshire Regional School District and Berkshire Hills Regional School District.  He advised that an application for a DOE grant for  $25,000.00 has been drafted by SBRSD and BHRSD districts with BHRSD as the lead for the grant and that invitations to the Towns of Lee, Lenox, Richmond, Tyringham, Sandisfield, & Mt. Washington as well as the member Towns of the two school districts to fund a study into the possible consolidating different services up to merging into one district.    He asked that the Board vote to support the efforts by the two school districts instead of participating in the proposal by the Board of Selectmen of the eight towns comprising the two districts.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to have " the Town of New Marlborough by a vote of the Board of Selectmen agree to support the Southern Berkshire Regional School District and the Berkshire Hills Regional School District(the Lead Agency)in their joint application for a $25,000.00 Regional Planning Grant, as administered by the Department of Education and to furthermore, agree to support the grant request by providing whatever information may be helpful to the district in qualifying for the grant, and in the future cooperating with the Districts in exploring the possibility of sharing facilities, the purchasing of goods and services, to the possibility of joining together to form a new, expanded regional district, not limited to our two districts".  

Mr. Thomas Carmody appeared before the Board to discuss the 911 coordinator position.  Mr. Carmody reviewed and discussed with the Board a proposal he made for a budget based on a work schedule of two hours a week.  He advised that there right now there was much work to be done, though once caught the budget could be revaluated.  The Board noted that before appointing someone to the position it would have to be re-advertised.

Mr. Scott Farrell, Acting Police Chief, appeared before the Board to discuss the rate of pay for the  part time Police Officer.  It was noted that at this time $18.00 an hour seems fair, Mr. Farrell advised the Board he would  review the Police Salary accounts and return to the Board.  Mr. Farrell advised that he had concerns regarding the appointments of citizens as the Public Safety Committee that was reported  in the Five Village News.  Board advised that Mr. Farrell contact Mr. Daniel Litchfield to discuss changing the name to Emergency Management Volunteers. 
Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:58 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Michael Skorput

Administrative Assistant
