Minutes of February 8, 2010


The meeting was opened at 5:00 pm; all members were present.


The Board and the Highway Superintendent interviewed Frederick Speyrer for the position for the Highway Department as a Part-time seasonal employee.  Mr. Speyrer answered several questions from the Board and advised them as to what he thought the position would require of him.  The Board thanked him for attending the interview.


The Board met with Peter Marks, Highway Superintendent, regarding his budget request for FY11.  The Board and Mr. Marks reviewed and discussed each line item.  Since the Board had a 5:30 appointment Mr. Marks was asked to stay and they would continue reviewing his budget later in the meeting.


The Board met with Mr. Paul Kapinos, Assessor's Consultant, and the Board of Assessors regarding questions on how some of the assessing was done and why.  Mr. Kapinos reviewed and answer several questions including Village Boundaries, View Enhancements, Determining Neighborhoods, Higher Values than Sheffield and  Determining Increased Land Values and Lower House Values.  Mr. William Garrett asked from time to time for clarification on some of the answers given by Mr. Kapinos.  The Board thanked Mr. Kapinos for taking his time to come before the Board.


The Chair advised that reading of the minutes would be waved until the next meeting.


The Board reviewed and discussed the Town's Clerk's request to increase the fees for dog licenses.  The Board noted that the Town Clerk had submitted as requested a extensive list of what other Towns are charging.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to raise the dog license fees to $7.00 for spayed/neutered,  $15.00 for dogs not spayed or neutered, $30.00 for Kennels (1-3 dogs), $50.00 for Kennels (4 or more dogs).


Mr. Robert Litchfield and Edward Harvey appeared before the Board and advised that it is the intention of the Rescue Squad to seek a new four wheel drive ambulance at the Annual Town Meeting at price of somewhere between $150,000.00 and  $190,000.00.  The Board advised that it would need to see a little more specifics and that the Finance Committee would require the same.  The two assured the Board that once they receive more information it will be passed on to the Board.  

The Board reviewed and discussed the matter regarding forming a committee to go over the Personnel Policy and make recommendations to the Board to any additions, deletions or adjustments that should be made to the policy.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to appoint Patricia Meilke, Courtney Turner, Owen Hoberman and Nathaniel Yohalem to the Personnel Policy Review Committee. 

Mr. Peter Scala appeared before the Board regarding his returning of  his allocation for Firemen's Stipend with his personnel check and a correction on the W-2 for both him and his daughter.  He was advised that a amended W-2 was being prepared for his daughter but since he cashed the Town's check for himself there was nothing the Town could do but give him his money back or he could claim the $833.00 as a donation.  He asked what were the funds accepted as since all donations need a Town Meeting vote.  He was advised that right now it was listed as miscellaneous income and Town Counsel would contacted regarding the matter.

