














Minutes of February 9, 2009


The Meeting was opened at 6:30 pm; all members were present.

	The minutes of the February 2th meeting were accepted as prepared.

	The Board reviewed and discussed a letter received from Mr. John Moskowitz regarding the Southern Berkshire Regional School District Budget.  Mr. Moskowitz has a few questions that he would like clarified.  The Board will get the answers and response to Mr. Moskowitz.	

	Mr. James Mullen, Planning Board Chair, appeared before the Board with Ms. Amy Kacala, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, to update the Board on the Comprehensive Planning Project thus far.  Mr. Mullen advised that the Planning Board is looking for comments from the public and that they will be hosting public workshops.  Board members received from Mr. Mullen a packet of information to review and  forward any comments/questions back to the Planning Board.

	Mr. Mullen was asked if he is still interested in the position as a representative from New Marlborough to the Regional Planning Commission TIPS Program.  Mr. Mullen advised the Board  that he is still interested in being the Town's Representive.  The Board will inform the Regional Planning Commission of Mr. Mullen’s interest.

	Mr. William Brinker of the Southern Berkshire Regional Emergency Management appeared before the Board to inform them of the availability his services if needed by the Board or the Emergency Management Director.    Mr. Brinker advised that the Town should have a comprehensive emergency plan and is willing to assist the Town in assuring that an up to date plan is on file.   Mr. Brinker stated that he has already been in contact with the Police Chief and Fire Chief, but not the Emergency Management Director.  Mr. Brinker advised that the Southern Berkshire Emergency Committee meets once a month in Great Barrington and each Town's Emergency Management Director or other emergency personnel are welcome to attend.                          

The Board reviewed and discussed the status of the salt & sand budgets.  It was noted that the salt budget has about $6,000.00 left and the sand budget has about $17,800.00.  A motion was made; seconded and so voted  to declare a snow removal emergency. 

The Chair informed the Board of a meeting he had attended regarding the school budget at Mt. Everett.  Mr. Davis advised that some of the towns did not attend the meeting and that future  meetings will continue until a final budget is presented to the Towns.  Mr. Davis inquired as to the availability of the other Board members to attend some of the meetings since he would not be able to attend them all.  Mr. Davis also states that he believed that both Alford and Sheffield would prefer the statutory method of assessment of the school budget.

Mr. Jim Thompson appeared before the Board to ask permission to conduct a bike race that would run through New Marlborough.  The race will start in Colebrook, CT and end in Sandybrook and   race day will be on May 31st with a total of 400 riders in blocks of 100.  The race will be ninety miles long, last for four hours and is ninety one miles long and the bikers will travel on Routes 183 and 57 in New Marlborough and there should be no stopping of traffic.  The Board advised that he should consult with the Police Chief.  He advised that Otis and Monterey have already given permission, but is still waiting for Sandisfield.  Mr. Thompson will also provide an insurance certificate.   A motion was made; seconded and so voted to approve use of New Marlborough’s roads for the bike race pending  a Town Counsel  review. 

The Chair updated the Board on the status of highway trucks.

Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,




Michael Skorput
Administrative Assistant
