Minutes of March 9, 2009


The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm; all members were present.


The minutes of February 23th were approved as amended.


The Board reviewed and discussed the letter they received from Tarra White asking to be exempt from her appointed positions.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to exempt Ms. White appointed positions:  Clerk of Planning Board, member of 250th Committee and Accounting Officer pursuant to Massachusetts General Chapter Laws 286A, subject to review by Town Counsel. 

Members of the Finance Committee Mr. William Garrett and Mr. Edgar Zukauskas appeared before the to discuss the Tree Warden budget.  Upon reviewing the budgets for FY 10 they expressed  concerns about who authorized spending around $14,400.00 to fix the Tree Warden's vehicle which they had understood to be a vehicle no longer serviceable for the Highway Department.  Mr. Davis advised the Board that he would recluse himself from any  discussion on the matter and left the room.  The Board stated that they will review previous minutes of meetings and look into this matter and response back to the Finance Committee.

Mr. Peter Scala, Fire Chief appeared before the full Board regarding the matter of his six month review.  Mr. Lowman stated that he was impressed by the way that Mr. Scala has been handling himself; he noticed that Mr. Scala has been less contentious & confrontational from his prior behavior and he would like to commend Mr. Scala for his efforts.  Mr. Lowman  read some previous articles from the Berkshire Record last fall that had concerned him. Also stated that he went onto the NIMS (FEMA) website regarding the matter concerning Public Officials being NIMS qualified and found, under frequently asked questions, that elected officials only needed to be NIMS trained if going to be working with other Towns.   Mr. Scala advised that he didn't believe that the Berkshire Record articles became the official record for the Town and that he had not given any information to the Record.  He then played a recording of the editor of the Record asking that Mr. Scala to make call him back.  Mr. Scala advised the Board that he had not made any comments to the Record regarding the matter.  Mr. Loring advised the Board that he would  recluse himself from any vote on the matter but would like to thank Mr. Scala for writing the  grant for purchasing new gear and equipment for the Fire Department.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to appoint Mr. Scala as Fire Chief until June 30, 2009.

After review and discussion the Board advised that it will meet on Thursday, March 12th at 5:00 PM to review FY 10 budgets.


Barbara Marchione advised the Board that the any new ambulance, as per State mandate, will need to have an on board computer which will connect the ambulance directly  to Fairview Hospital.


Mr. Davis advised the Board that he will no longer handle the matter regarding a tree down in the river along the Canaan Southfield Road.

Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Skorput

Administrative Assistant 

