Minutes of February 1, 2010

The meeting was opened at 5:00 PM; all members were present. 

The minutes of January 25th were accepted as corrected.

The minutes of January 27th were accepted as corrected.


The Board reviewed and discussed the matter regarding SEA Engineers performance the planning and design for repairs to the Konkapot River embankment and Hatchery Road.  It was noted that the Town has very little if nothing at all to show for the almost $30,000.00 spent on the project therefore the Board has asked Town Counsel to review the matter and advise the Board as to what action could be taken to recoup the funds and/or obtain better plans for the project.


The Board reviewed and discussed the request to increase the fee for spayed and neutered dogs from $5.00 to $7.00.  It was suggested that if one category or fees is raised all should be raised.  The Board will take the matter under advisement while it collects information on what other Towns are charging.

The Board reviewed and discussed with Highway Superintendent regarding the budget for grader repairs of $15,000.00.  Mr. Marks advised the that he believed that $10,000.00 would be sufficient for FY 2011 and that he intended to use the remaining $5,270.00 from this year to get the grader ready for the spring grading.


The Board reviewed and discussed the upcoming meeting with the Assessor's Consultant, Paul Kapinos at 5:00 pm on Monday, February 8th
The Board reviewed and the discussed the matter regarding Hatchery Road and repair of the embankment on the Konkapot River.  It was decided that proposals would be solicited from local engineering firms (SK Design, White Engineering, & Berkshire Engineering).


The Board reviewed and discussed a proposal from Scanlon for an audit of FY09 to begin in April.


The Board reviewed and discussed applications that were received for the part-time seasonal position on the Highway Department.  The Board instructed that an interview be set up for Monday, February 8th at 5:00 pm it was suggested that the starting salary should be around $15.50 an hour. 


The Board advised Mr. Marks that it would meet him to review his budget requests for FY 2011.
The Board reviewed and discussed the following FY 2011 budget requests: 

	1.
	Selectmen Salaries 
	$8,550.00

	2.
	Selectmen’s Expense  
	$3,700.00

	3.
	Contingent 
	$3,000.00

	4.
	Town Counsel  
	$8,000.00

	5.
	Audit 
	$5,000.00

	6.
	Grant Writer Salary 
	$6,150.00

	7.
	Grant Writer Expense  
	$500.00

	8.
	Town Officers’ Expense  
	$1,000.00

	9.
	Town Hall Account 
	$32,000.00

	10.
	Town Officers Bond 
	$1,250.00

	11
	Printing 
	$2,700.00

	12.  
	Street Lights 
	$4,500.00

	13.  
	Grader Repairs  
	$10,000.00

	14.  
	School Committee Expenses  
	$1,500.00

	15.
	Memorial Day  
	$700.00

	16.  
	Transfer Station Expense 
	$75,000.00

	17.  
	Berkshire Regional Group Purchasing
	 $600.00

	18.  
	Stabilization Transfer
	$10,000.00

	19.  
	Workers Compensation Ins
	$14,000.00

	20.
	Insurance Expense
	$65,000.00



A motion was made, seconded and so voted to send the budget requests to the Finance Committee for their recommendation. 
The Chair requested that the Board have a work meeting to review budget requests sometime next week.  It was noted that there was no evening this week that all the Board would be available.  It was decided to wait until the following week. 

Assessor Marsha Pshenishny appeared before the Board to give an update on the recap process.  She advises that Jeff Donaldson of local services has approved the tax rate but is waiting for Boston's approval.  She advised that most of the Towns are experiencing approval delays on the Boston end.

Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 6:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Skorput
Administrative Assistant 
