Minutes of November 9, 2009


The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm; members present Mr. Loring and Ms. White.


The meeting minutes of November 2nd were accepted as corrected.


The Board reviewed and discussed sand samples from the Donavon & Sons and Segalla’s.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to accept the winter sand bid from Segalla’s for  $14.40 delivered and $11.60 picked up at the plant and with the stipulation that if the sand does not work out they reserve the right to reject.


Ms. White advised the Board the Town was awarded another beaver deceiver device to be installed on Rhoades & Bailey Road and the town, for FY10, will only have to pay the maintenance fee. 

Ms. White advises that the New Marlborough Village Association is asking for an exemption to proceed with approving grants, since three of the members also are on the Cultural Council.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to exempt Alan Lombardi, Maureen Hosford and Louise Yohalem. 

It was noted that the outside lights of the highway department are not working and the Board would look into the matter.


The Board inquired on the status of the telephone issue for the Town Hall.  It was advised that the matter is on hold and will be taken up with Town Counsel while further investigation is done on cost comparisons in regard to terminating the present contract with Richmond Networx. 

It was noted that the Board would like to request that a scanner/radio be  installed at the Town Hall for better communication with the Highway Department especially during the winter.

A Pole Hearing for National Grid/Verizon for the purpose of installing four (4) new poles and removing two (2) poles on Brewer Branch Road starting at a point approximately twenty (20) feet from the Sheffield/New Marlborough Line for a distance of approximately four hundred and eighty six (486) feet  was opened at 6:45 PM.  It was noted that the hearing had been advertised and that all abutters were notified.  Property owner, Mr. Warren Wilcox was present and advised that he has no problem with this project being completed.  Being that there was no objections a motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve the request to install the four (4) new  poles and remove two (2) existing poles.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to close hearing at 6:50 PM.


Ms. White advises that she has written thank you letters for Ms. Linda Houever and Mike Callahan for their help with the installing of the beaver deceivers.


Mr. Loring advises that he had received a call from Representative John Oliver's office in regards to Hatchery Road; and that they would like to request the Board send them a letter stating the time line of events and amount of fund needed for this project.


Mrs. Kay Jaffee appeared before the Board concerned about the candidates running for the opened position of State Senator and Mrs. Jaffee would like to know how to let the towns people know more information on the candidates running.  The Board suggests that the candidates should have web sites that people can check on and an article can be placed in the 5 Village News.

Mr. Scott Farrell, Police Chief, appeared before the Board to discuss the detail policy.  Mr. Farrell advised that he had been before the Board informally in March with a draft of the detail policy; then formally in June; with more discussion, in detail, in July or August and without any comment from the Board since then.  Therefore, Mr. Farrell advises that he believes that any presented policy goes into effect within 30 days after presented if not acted on even if the Board does not sign it as per the Massachusetts General Laws and the Massachusetts Police Chief Association.  Mr. Farrell will review the policy further and get back in touch with the Board.


The Board inquired as to how the meeting about parking at the Southfield Store turned out.  Mr. Farrell stated that he had a good meeting with Mr. Platt and they are off to a good start and he will continue to work with Mr. Platt to get the parking issue resolved.


The Board advises that they will make a decision next week regarding the taking the day after Thanksgiving off  as to have the employees take it as a floating holiday, personal day or vacation day.

Being that there was no further business to be brought before the Board a motion was made, seconded and so voted to adjourn at 7:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Skorput

Administrative Assistant 

