Conservation Commission – November 14, 2015 
Members present were Chair Mr. Ned Wilson, Dr. John Schreiber & Mr. Freddy Friedman.
Meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM.

Meeting minutes of October 10th 2015 were accepted as amended.

Zagoria Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Ben Naylor, Berkshire Engineering.   Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose subsurface disposal system upgrade per Title 5. Property location is 814 Brewer Hill Rd.  Mr. Naylor mentioned that the system will be a 1500 gallon tank – pressure box and include a liner.   It was noted from the site visit and discussed that the area for the disposal system is the best option.  After a brief discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative #3 with the condition being per mitigation plan submitted.
NM Highway Department:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Simon Hildt, Stantec Consulting, also present was Highway Superintendent, Mr. Chuck Loring.  Applicant submitted an amended order of conditions for the purpose precast concrete culvert box.  Property location is Clayton Mill River Rd.  Mr. Hildt mentioned that a NOI was filed in 2014 and approved, this amendment will improve the crossing by using a rigid precast concrete box culvert structure and have a less disturbed impact, and erosion controls will be also used.                                      After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so vote to approve this amended order of conditions.
Levi Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Brent White, White Engineering, Inc.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of construction of a porch addition on the south east side of the existing house.  Property location is 170 Adsit Crosby Rd.  Mr. White mentioned that the property owner would like to extend the existing porch area by 10 ft and addition will be built on helical piers with stone beneath the floor.  After been discussed, a motion was made, seconded to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application negative #3.

Tant Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Al Thorpe, Accord Engineering, and property owner, Ms. Jane Tant.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of construction of a single car garage.  Property location is 331 Hadsell Street.  The commission review comments from DEP Circuit Rider, Mr. Mark Stinson with Mr. Thorpe.  It was discussed that this project is possible as a redevelopment project per regulations within 200 ft of the river.  After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative #5 - the riverfront redevelopment within previously riverfront area with mitigation including 6 to 8 native plantings within inner riparian zone.  
Levine Hearing:  Present for this hearing was, representative, Mr. Mike Parsons, Kelly, Granger, Parsons, & Assoc.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of upgrade septic system.  Property location is 21 Hartsville Mill River Rd.  Mr. Parsons mentioned that the current system has failed and the new system would be an improvement per Title 5, and the house is five bedrooms in it.  Mr. Parsons also mentioned the new system will be slightly raised with a silt barrier fence around project work and the old tank will be abandoned.   After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application with a negative #5 being replacement of failed subsurface sewage disposal system.
New Business:

Mr. Tim Herigan, Contractor for Mr. Werner Kunz of 1574-11 Hartsville New Marlborough Road appeared before the commission by the commission’s request.  The commission was concerned that work may be happening in the wetland area that was not permitted.  Mr. Herigan stated that a barn was on the property and was taken down.  The commission measured the distance on the Assessor’s map and other topographic maps, but would prefer an actual property measurement.  Mr. Herigan confirmed that he’ll measure the distance from the barn area to the river to see if it is within the 200 ft zone to see if project work requires any permitting.

Mr. Chuck Loring, Highway Superintendent appeared before the commission to discuss amending the order of conditions for Brewer Hill Rd that was submitted in 2014 for repair the outlet headwall area to existing culvert.  Mr. Loring would like to amend the order to put in a full culvert instead of a partial culvert.  After discussion the commission agrees with Mr. Loring to amend the order of conditions.

Mr. James Kelly, forester appeared before the commission to mention that he will be submitting a RDA for the Buggy Whip and also working on a foot trial bridge for the Walker’s on NM Monterey Road.  The commission advised him to research the impact of this project to see whether a RDA or NOI would be required. 
Mr. Mike Nahmias of the Lake Buel area appeared before the commission with concerns about the lake being drawn down that’s making the water level low.  Mr. Nahmias also presented a packet of pictures to the commission.  After discussion the commission will contact the Lake Buel Preservation District to request that they attend their next meeting to come in and explain what work is happening in the Lake Buel.
Mr. Tom Schaffey appeared before the commission with concerns about a concrete dam on NM Monterey Road.  Mr. Schaffey would like to lower the water level and repair the dam.  The commission recommends that he contact DCR about the dam since it’s DCR area to permit.

Old Business:

Dr. Schreiber mentioned that he inspected the wells at Berkshire Springs on Norfolk Rd since a complaint was called into DEP, Dr. John mentioned that a new well was drilled next to the old well and he would like the other commission members to inspect the site before making any decisions and the commission will discuss this issue at their next meeting.

A site visit will have to be planned for 240 Deerwood Park with contractor, Mr. Jason King.  Dr. John has spoken to Mr. King on the phone but feels that a site visit is required to see the tree in questioned.

The commission reviewed mail:

a. Common Ground news letter.
b. Received a letter from MACC regarding FY 17 dues that will include an increase of 2%.

c. Forest Cutting Plan – Weinstein Realty Management LLC – Route 183. 
d. Notice of decision - Special Permit – G. Belmuth – 204 Norfolk Rd – construction of a barn.
e. Forest Cutting Plan – Julie & Joshua Labshere – Leffingwell Rd.      
No other business was brought before the commission, so voted to adjourn at 12:15 PM.

Next regular meeting is scheduled for December 12, 2015.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chretien

Secretary

