Conservation Commission – December 12, 2015 
Members present were Chair Mr. Ned Wilson, Dr. John Schreiber & Mr. Freddy Friedman, also present was Mr. Mark Stinson, DEP Circuit Rider.
Meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM.

Meeting minutes of November 14th 2015 were accepted as amended.

Unger Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative Ms. Shannon Boomsma, White Engineering, Inc.  Property location is 138 Woodleigh Ave.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of construction of a private water supply well to replace the existing seasonal well point & a seasonal dock.  Ms. Boomsma stated that the current system failed and the new system will be drilled out of the buffer zone.  Ms. Boomsma also mentioned that five (5) trees that are dead and need to come down; silt fence will be placed around the work area.  Ms. Boomsma also mentioned that a wood dock will be installed and the existing one will be removed.  After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative #2 for dock and #3 for wetland with the following condition:  commission reserves the right to inspect work during normal business hours.

Mr. Charles Loring, Superintendent of the highway department appeared before the commission to review a previous filed NOI for Brewer Hill Rd – culvert replacement.  Mr. Loring stated that he wants to replace the whole culvert not just 4 ft of it which was permitted.  It was discussed and decided that more work needs to be done if additional resources are impacted than an amended order of conditions allows, so a new NOI will need to be submitted.

It was noted that Mr. Stinson is working with the highway department on completed a bundle NOI.

Mr. Peter Hagen & Mr. Chris Hassett, two members of the Lake Buel Preservation District appeared before the commission by request to discuss what’s been going on with the lowering of the lake.  The commission along with Mr. Stinson completed a site visit.  Mr. Hagen mentioned that back in 1939 George Gibson established the dam and it has been rehabbed 8 to 10 years to maintain the level of lake at 908 ft per the army corp.  Mr. Hagen also mentioned that they are dealing with beavers, which has been permitted in the past from the commission and board of health.  They have been inserting 2 5” x 8” boards into the dam to maintain the level of the lake.   They mentioned them process of inserting  two boards which are put one at a time to bring the water level up and is the process is repeated for the 2nd board – it takes 6 to 8 days to reach the level and is done in early May and they have been doing this since 2001.  Several marks are used to check level of the water.  Mr. Hagen presented a history of the district to the commission to keep on file.   The commission informed Mr. Hagen & Mr. Hassett that no more work can be done until a new NOI is filed for the water level and maintenance of the lake – no raising level or lowering.  It was noted that a NOI has to be filed with both Monterey & New Marlborough commission and possibly do a joint meeting for the hearing.  Mr. Stinson gave Mr. Hagen & Mr. Hassett some guidance on how to proceed on this case.
New Business:

Mr. Stuart Lawrence of Canaan Valley Rd appeared before the commission about a RDA he submitted that was just received before this meeting.  Mr. Lawrence is seeking permission to remove 2 white pine trees that are close to the road & house and remove stump and extend a stone wall.  Mr. Lawrence mentioned that last winter one big limb came down and did damage to his house.  The commission advised Mr. Lawrence to check with the Town’s tree warden or a arborist to see if a emergency permit is needed, if so then the commission will complete a emergency permit, but the RDA would still need to be filed for the stumping and stone wall.

Mr. Lawrence also mentioned that he was concerned about a parcel of 49 acres that is for sale that a lot of cutting has been happening.  The commission will check with the State Forester to see if a logging permit has been filed.

Old Business:

Site visit will be planned for Mr. Mulholland of 123 Bockway to inspect the tree that was taken down and to see if the replanting has happened.

Site visit will be planned for 240 Deerwood with Mr. Jason King to check the status of a tree.

Mr. Herigan called regarding 1574-11 Hartsville New Marlborough Road and stated that he measured the distance from the barn to the river and its about 215 ft, so no filing is required. 

The commission discussed the complaint that was called in regarding Berkshire Springs.  It was discussed that they drilled 2 new wells and brought in gravel and put in a culvert to get to other site for the 2nd well.  Mr. Stinson mentioned if they are willing to take the gravel back out that would get rid of the violation or the other way if they want to leave the gravel and have access they have to file a RDA.  The commission discussed the suggestions Mr. Stinson gave them of either doing a violation notice or have them file a RDA.  It was decide that Mr. Wilson will contact Berkshire Springs to ask them to file a RDA. 

The commission reviewed mail:

a. Forest Cutting Plan – Arthur Radin – Cross Rd to Canaan Valley Rd - approved.
b. BNRC – Resources Report Fall 2015 newsletter.

c. Department of Army Corps – NM Highway Department – Clayton Mill River Rd – no issue with project.
No other business was brought before the commission, so voted to adjourn at 11:30 AM.

Next regular meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2016.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chretien

Secretary

