Conservation Commission – October 1, 2016 
Members present were Chair Mr. Ned Wilson, Dr. John Schreiber, Ms. Rona Easton, Mr. Freddy Friedman & Mr. Mark Stinson, DEP Regional Circuit Rider.
Meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM.

Meeting minutes of August 24th 2016 were accepted as amended.

Shalaby Hearing:  Present for this continued hearing was representative, Mr. Thomas Coote, Berkshire Environmental Research Center.  Applicant submitted a NOI for the purpose of restoration of pond, dam valve repair, and stream crossing renovation.  Property location is 1093 Clayton Mill River Rd.  Mr. Coote requested to continue this hearing until next month meeting in hope that the commission receives the water quality certificate.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to continue this hearing.
Pompa Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Thomas Coote, Berkshire Environmental Research Center.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of excavation of the catch basin to remove phragmites stand.  Property location is 964 Canaan Southfield Rd.  Mr. Coote mentioned that the maps show that project area is jurisdictional at best intermittent, usually doesn’t flow and every time at the site no flow is observed.  Mr. Coote also mentioned that the property owners would like the pond to be small.  After a brief discussion Mr. Coote requested to continue this hearing until next meeting.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to continue this hearing until the next meeting.
Kelly Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. James Kelly.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of removal of phragmites.  Property location is 204 Norfolk Rd.  Mr. Kelly amended the work description to use bentich barrier to control invasive.  After a brief discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative determination #2 with the following conditions:  work should be done according to SOP of DCR manual on bentich barriers.  When barrier removed from BVW seed mix added with follow up and report to the Con. Comm.
Kelly Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. James Kelly.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of removal of phragmites.  Property location is 208 Norfolk Rd.  Mr. Kelly amended the work description to use bentich barrier to control invasive.  After a brief discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative determination #2 with the following conditions:  work should be done according to SOP of DCR manual on bentich barriers.  When barrier removed from BVW seed mix added with follow up and report to the Con. Comm.

Gunzinger Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Chris Tryon, Berkshire Geo-Technologies.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of replace the existing septic system between 100’ and 200’ riverfront setback of the Konkapot River.  Property location is 1604 Hartsville New Marlborough Rd.  Mr. Tryon stated that the current system has failed and this project is exempt per the regulations and that the new tank will be 1500 H20 gallon, which will be under the driveway.  Mr. Tryon mentioned that a cesspool is currently being used and will be emptied and filled with sand.  After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative determination #4.

Panitch Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Ms. Shannon Boosma, White Engineering Inc.  Applicant submitted a NOI for the purpose of restoration and replication of existing path.  Property location is 1143 Hartsville New Marlborough Rd.  Ms. Boosma requested to continue this hearing until the next meeting since waiting to hear comments from 
Natural Heritage Endangered Species.
Old Business:

Ms. Boosma appeared before the commission to discuss the enforcement order for Panitch – 1143 Hartsville NM Rd.  Ms. Boosma presented the commission with a restoration plan.  The commission reviewed the plan with Ms. Boosma and after discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to accept the restoration plan as submitted.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to modify the enforcement order with conditions.

New Business:

Mr. Thomas Schaffey co-owner of Ravine Falls Trust appeared before the commission regarding the property located on NM Monterey Rd.  Mr. Schaffey is concerned about the concrete dam, which is leaking.  Mr. Schaffey appeared before the commission in the past about this situation and was referred to DCR.  Mr. Schaffey mentioned that he has been in contact with DCR and was referred back to the commission.  Mr. Schaffey also has been in contact with Tighe & Bond and Tom Coote.  Mr. Schaffey also mentioned that a year ago or two that the boards were removed.  Mr. Stinson stated that by removing the dam boards without the commission’s approval then two State laws were violated.  Mr. Stinson suggests filing a NOI, and that the project will need approval a NOI, 401, and Natural Heritage.  It was suggested to file a NOI in both New Marlborough for lowering the water and Monterey for the dam repair.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to issue a enforcement order for removing boards in a jurisdictional stream with no permits and file a NOI within 30 days.   
The commission reviewed mail:

a. Commonground news letter.
b. Army Corps of Engineering – Clayton Mill River Rd – Highway Department – approved.
c. White Engineering Inc- Litvack – 156 Woodleigh Ave – recorded order of conditions.

d. MACC membership cards

e. Forest Cutting Plan – Bachetti/Christman – Sisson Hill Rd - extension.

f. Forest Cutting Plan – Laskoff – NM/Sheffield – extension.
g. Forest Cutting Plan – Frohne – NM/Sheffield – approved.

No other business was brought before the commission, so voted to adjourn at 12:43 PM.

Next regular meeting is scheduled for October 22nd at 10:00 AM.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chretien

Secretary

