Conservation Commission – February 27, 2016 
Members present were Chair Mr. Ned Wilson, & Dr. John Schreiber.
Meeting was called to order at 10:04 AM.

Meeting minutes of January 23rd 2016 were accepted as amended.

Siskind Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Mr. Chuck Nelson and property owners Mr. & Mrs. Alan Siskind.  Property location is 106 Downs Rd.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of excavating by hand behind a retaining wall, removal of partial wall addition of drainage behind the wall add mortar to drywall to stabilize the structure, and reconstruct with mortar, followed by grading & reseeding.  Mr. Nelson gave an overview of the project work – it was noted that there are three retaining walls and one has come down and all three need repair.  It was noted that the commission made a site visit prior to the meeting.  Dr. Schreiber would like a diagram drawing to be submitted for the file, which Mr. Nelson agreed to complete the drawing.  After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative #3 with the conditions more detailed diagram of proposed repair and silt fence installation during repair.

Endacott Hearing:  Present for this hearing was Ms. Laura Endacott property owner.  Property location is 37 Mill River Great Barrington Rd.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of removing a tree on river bank.  Ms. Endacott explained that she would like to have an invasive maple tree the bank of the Konkapot River removed so other native trees can thrive and have more light.  Ms. Endacott also mentioned that she would like to do some plantings in the area and doesn’t want big machines to be used.  It was noted that the commission made a site visit prior to the meeting.  The commission mentioned that if a machine comes in then a pad has to be placed.  Ms. Endacott also mentioned that the roots will not be removed.  After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative #2.
Massachusetts Electric Company Hearing:  Present for this hearing was representative, Ms. Katy Wilkins of Tighe & Bond Inc.  Applicant submitted a RDA for the purpose of installing a new stub pole on the eastside of New Marlborough Southfield Road.  Location is NM Southfield Rd near the residence of 178 NM Southfield Rd.  Ms. Wilkins mentioned project work is within the 200 ft of the river area and no work will be happening in the river and currently using an old tree that’s in danger of coming down.  It was noted that the commission made a site visit prior to the meeting.  After discussion a motion was made, seconded and so voted to close this hearing.  A motion was made, seconded and so voted to approve this application as a negative #2.
New Business:

Mr. Adam Chait, Fiber Connect appeared before the commission in regards to running a telecommunications conduit on Tamaridge Way for Mr. Paul Joffe.  Mr. Chait mentioned that the conduit would run along side of the paved rd and be about 18 to 24 inches.  The commission recommends that a RDA be submitted for the project work and they need to see the project site.

The commission reviewed mail:

a. Forest Cutting Plan – Weinstein Realty Management LLC – Route 183 - approved.
b. Forest Cutting Plan – Norfolk Road Nominee R. E. Trust – Norfolk Rd - approved.

c. Forest Cutting Plan – Mike Skrak & Carol Bekkedahl – New Marlborough Monterey Rd – approved.

d. Received a Bundle NOI for NM Highway Department.

e. Received a RDA – Berkshire Springs. 
No other business was brought before the commission, so voted to adjourn at 11:05 AM.

Next regular meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2016.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chretien

Secretary

