PLANNING BOARD MINUTES
MARCH 7, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with J. Mullen, P. Hardyman, and H. Morse
in attendance. The minutes of February 15, 2012 were read and approved. Special
permit requests from J. Edgar Odegaard for external signage at the Buggy Whip factory
(attachments included: a site plan, explanation and photos) and for a Change of Use in a
pre-existing nonconforming structure were reviewed. (The application contained: a site
plan, description of proposed work, email from Tom Carmody regarding the Building
Permit and Special Application process, and background/documentation from Ned
Odegaard.) As the Special Permitting Granting Authority, for both requests, is the
Selectboard, the Planning Board reviewed the requests to determine if there were any
issues that warranted its comments. The Board agreed that the proposed signage
change was in keeping with the built environment and represented an improvement
over existing signage at The Buggy Whip Factory. The Change in Use to light
manufacturing (furniture) is a mixed use consistent with development guidelines
outlined in the vision for New Marlborough in the Comprehensive Plan. The review
revealed that there is currently no separate category for light manufacturing in the
revised Table of Uses within the proposed revised Bylaws for New Marlborough. The
Board will look at this use designation, with BRPC representatives, as we move forward
to complete the proposed Bylaw revision. Currently, the proposed use would fall within
the “Miscellaneous Use” category, and would require a special permit, as it does now.
This “test-case” also brought to light the fact that Section 5.5 of the proposed revised
Bylaws needs further refinement on mixed use. The Board will consult with BRPC on
expanding that section.

The mail also included a notice that Monterey’s Gould Farm intends to open a
restaurant in its harvest barn. The notice of decision for a special permit from the
Selectboard of Monterey showed that it was granted with these conditions: parking, site
plan, site inspection, restaurant manned/operated by Gould Farm staff, and no alcoholic
beverages allowed on premises. The restaurant will be restricted to 20 seats. James
Mullen noted that there was no discussion of lighting.

Before moving on to the business of the evening, Mr. Mullen drew attention to the fact
that Great Barrington has requested a change in its setback using a formula similar to
the one proposed in our revised Bylaw. The Board also discussed setbacks for farms in
New Marlborough. Mr. Mullen noted that farms are often split across roadways with
virtually no setbacks. He proposed that we should consider making farm development,
along this historic pattern, possible in the revised bylaw. This will be another point of
discussion for The Board’s future meetings with BRPC representatives.

The Board then turned its attention to the ongoing discussion of boundary lines for the
five village centers. The discussion was long and lively. Proposed boundaries for Mill



River and Southfield were established and Mr. Mullen agreed to make inquiries, of
several landowners in New Marlborough, to help with the discussion of the proposed
boundaries for New Marlborough. It was agreed that Clayton and Hartsville’s
boundaries will be discussed at the Board’s next meeting. All business having been
concluded, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Submitted by:

Holly Morse
(Acting as Secretary)



