
PLANNING	  BOARD	  MINUTES	  	  
8/15/12	  

	  
The	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  7	  p.m.	  with	  Jamie	  Mullen,	  Patricia	  Hardyman,	  

Charlie	  Parton	  and	  Holly	  Morse	  in	  attendance.	  The	  Planning	  Boards’	  hope	  to	  attend	  The	  
August	  6th	  Meeting	  of	  The	  Board	  of	  Selectmen	  (BOS)	  was	  postponed	  because	  the	  BOS	  
hadn’t	  seen	  the	  proposed	  By-‐Law	  Revisions.	  As	  the	  August	  20th	  meeting	  of	  the	  BOS	  will	  
not	  be	  attended	  by	  the	  Board,	  it	  was	  agreed	  that	  The	  Planning	  Board	  would	  attend	  The	  
BOS	  meeting	  of	  September	  10th.	  The	  entire	  Planning	  Board	  is	  available,	  and	  will	  attend.	  

The	  Planning	  Board	  discussed	  their	  next	  two	  scheduled	  meetings,	  September	  5th	  and	  
September	  19th,	  relative	  to	  the	  date	  of	  the	  anticipated	  September	  10th	  Meeting,	  to	  
adjust	  the	  dates	  for	  The	  Educational	  Meeting	  and	  The	  Public	  Hearing	  on	  The	  By-‐law	  
Revisions.	  It	  was	  agreed	  that	  the	  Public	  Hearing	  should	  fall	  shortly	  before	  a	  Town	  vote	  
on	  The	  By-‐Law	  Revisions.	  	  Since	  The	  Planning	  Board	  did	  not	  know	  if	  a	  special	  town	  
meeting	  will	  be	  granted	  for	  that	  vote,	  it	  was	  agreed	  to	  wait	  to	  set	  a	  date	  for	  The	  Public	  
Hearing.	  

Discussion	  turned	  to	  preparation	  for	  The	  BOS	  Meeting	  on	  September	  10th.	  It	  was	  
agreed	  that	  it	  would	  be	  a	  good	  idea	  to	  give	  The	  BOS	  a	  Historical	  Overview:	  

• 1966	  First	  Bylaw	  adopted	  made	  everything	  in	  the	  villages	  non-‐conforming.	  
• 2007	  The	  Survey	  of	  The	  Town’s	  Vision	  for	  New	  Marlborough	  was	  taken.	  
• 2010	  Comprehensive	  Plan	  adopted.	  
• Currently	  the	  Implementation	  Process	  is	  underway.	  

	  	  It	  was	  further	  discussed	  that	  the	  momentum	  created	  by	  the	  5VN	  articles,	  the	  public	  
forums,	  and	  the	  DLTA	  funding	  (which	  expires	  as	  of	  December	  31,	  2012),	  drives	  a	  need	  to	  
bring	  the	  Revisions	  to	  The	  Town	  for	  a	  vote	  prior	  to	  Annual	  Town	  Meeting.	  Holly	  Morse	  
mentioned	  that	  the	  funding	  from	  BRPC	  guarantees	  the	  presence	  and	  support	  of	  Brian	  
Domina,	  the	  Land	  Use	  Attorney,	  who	  has	  helped	  The	  Planning	  Board	  to	  draft	  the	  
revisions	  and	  whose	  answers	  to	  the	  public’s	  questions	  will	  be	  the	  most	  edifying.	  	  

The	  Planning	  Board	  then	  discussed	  the	  complexity	  of	  the	  revisions	  and	  the	  
advantage	  of	  taking	  a	  vote	  when	  time	  could	  be	  allocated	  for	  adequate	  description	  of	  the	  
changes	  and	  questions	  taken	  from	  the	  floor,	  in	  real	  time,	  so	  that	  citizens	  know	  what	  
they	  are	  voting	  on.	  	  

With	  help	  from	  the	  rest	  of	  The	  Board,	  Patricia	  Hardyman	  drafted	  a	  letter	  for	  the	  
August	  20th	  BOS	  Meeting	  to	  be	  enclosed	  with	  the	  final	  version	  of	  the	  By-‐Law	  with	  
changes	  incorporated.	  The	  Planning	  Board	  altered	  the	  information	  for	  the	  back	  of	  the	  
post	  card	  for	  Burritt	  Day	  and	  the	  New	  Marlborough	  5VN	  story	  to	  reflect	  the	  changes	  of	  
the	  dates	  for	  the	  educational	  meeting	  and	  public	  hearing.	  

	  It	  was	  agreed	  that	  The	  Board	  should	  send	  out	  the	  final	  document	  of	  The	  Proposed	  
Revisions	  to	  all	  the	  Town	  Boards	  and	  Committees.	  Jamie	  Mullen	  will	  take	  care	  of	  this	  as	  
soon	  as	  Brian	  Domina	  provides	  the	  final	  clean	  copy.	  All	  business	  having	  been	  concluded	  
The	  Board	  adjourned	  at	  9:00	  p.m.	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Reported	  by	  Holly	  Morse	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Acting	  as	  secretary	  



	  

TOWN	  OF	  NEW	  MARLBOROUGH	  
807	  Mill	  River	  Southfield	  Road,	  Mill	  River,	  MA	  	  01244-‐0099	  

	  

Planning	  Board 
	  

September	  8,	  2012	  
	  

Board	  of	  Selectmen	  
Town	  of	  New	  Marlborough	  
New	  Marlborough,	  MA	  	  01244	  
	  
Dear	  Board	  of	  Selectmen;	  
	  
In	  preparation	  for	  our	  meeting	  with	  The	  Board	  on	  September	  10th,	  we	  would	  like	  to	  ask	  your	  
preference	  for	  the	  format	  of	  the	  discussion	  of	  the	  proposed	  revisions	  to	  the	  New	  Marlborough	  
Protective	  Bylaws.	  	  For	  example,	  would	  you	  prefer	  the	  Planning	  Board	  to:	  

• Come	  prepared	  to	  make	  a	  formal	  10-‐15	  minute	  presentation	  of	  the	  revisions	  to	  the	  
Bylaws;	  

• Respond	  to	  a	  set	  of	  specific	  questions;	  and/or	  
• Participate	  in	  an	  open	  discussion	  of	  the	  proposed	  revisions.	  

	  
In	  order	  to	  maximize	  the	  efficiency	  of	  our	  time	  on	  your	  agenda,	  if	  you	  have	  a	  set	  of	  specific	  
questions,	  could	  we	  receive	  a	  copy	  of	  your	  questions	  prior	  to	  the	  Planning	  Board’s	  meeting	  on	  
September	  5th	  	  so	  that	  we	  might	  come	  better	  prepared.	  
	  
At	  your	  request,	  we	  provided	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  revisions	  to	  the	  Bylaws	  with	  the	  changes	  annotated.	  	  
As	  this	  letter	  is	  not	  easy	  to	  read,	  we	  have	  enclosed	  a	  final	  version	  of	  the	  proposed	  Protective	  
Bylaws,	  with	  the	  changes	  incorporated.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  this	  opportunity	  to	  meet	  and	  discuss	  the	  proposed	  Bylaw	  changes.	  	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  

	   	   	  

James	  Mullen	  
Chair	  

Patricia	  Hardyman	  
Vice	  Chair	  

Holly	  Morse	  
Member	  

Charlie	  Parton	  
Member	  

	  


